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Horses visit Azura in Oconomowoc
One resident’s stories inspire visit
By Dan Colton
dcolton@conleynet.com
262-513-2661

OCONOMOWOC — Memories are a precious thing for
those suffering from dementia.
That’s why Azura Memory
Care of Oconomowoc resident Clementine “Clemie”
Merkel was treated to a living, breathing reminder of
some of her fondest recollections.
On Monday, Azura staff
teamed up with Coming Full
Circle Incorporated, an organization specializing in
equine — or horse — assisted
learning programs. The
group brought two miniature
horses named Badger and
Cooper to meet Clemie, 92,
after she shared stories of
owning horses in her younger
years.
According to Azura, Clemie
loves sharing with other residents about her horses, especially how they had a knack
for escaping their enclosure
and hiding out in a forest and
schoolyard.
But now even those memories are difficult for Clemie to
recall.
“It was so long ago,” Clemie
said, smiling and patting one
of the horse’s manes.
Clemie was joined by about
20 of Azura’s other residents
in the facility’s lobby. Badger
and Cooper wore special
wrappings around their
hooves and were led around
to meet all the assembled residents.
According to Coming Full
Circle Program Director
Rachel Fischer, the two horses were chosen for their calm,
patient demeanor and underwent specialized training to
work in environments like
schools, hospitals and assisted living homes.
Working with horses can
provide both emotional and
physical relief for people
involved in the program.
Fischer said she reached
out to the local establishments and was contacted by
Azura around Christmas last
year.
And once Fischer heard
about Clemie, she knew it
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Clementine “Clemie” Merkel alongside Rachel Fischer and ponies Cooper and Badger at Azura Memory Care in
Oconomowoc on Monday morning.
was a great fit.
“We’re unique in that we
are a mobile program,” Fischer said. “We can bring our
services to the client” when a
client is unable to travel. “We
create a personalized program ... on improving quality
of life and to provide an
enjoyable experience and an
overall emotional experience.”
Justine Barton, director of
training and engagement at
Azura Memory Care, said one
of her main focuses is to
make residents’ dreams a
reality.
“With Coming Full Circle,
it was perfect to partner with
them to bring them here,”
Barton said. “So many faces
lit up, not just Clemie’s.”
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Clementine “Clemie” Merkel pets a pony at Azura Memory Care in Oconomowoc on
Monday morning.
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